
DEVIL'S ISLAND PENAL COLONY IN FRENCH GUIANA 
 In South America a former colony of French Guiana called Devil's Island, made up of three small 
islands "lles du Salut", (in English "Salvation Islands"), there was a French prison called Cayenne where the 
French sent their criminals to from 1852-1953. Over 60,000 men were incarcerated and less than 2,000 
survived. The prison was believed to be operated by the Roman Catholic Jesuits. Inmates were stuffed into 
overcrowded cells, most no larger than a typical bathroom in someone’s home, with only steel bars for a roof. 
Isolation in a totally dark room with no one to talk to for months at a time was the punishment of choice. Some 
convicts were put into deep, 12 by 12-foot holes with bars on the top and were subject to all types of weather. 
Men went mad because of the beatings, both by guards and other prisoners, the solitary confinements, and the 
lack of food and water. 

 Convicts were shackled day and night and fell prey to rats, army ants, and vampire bats. Prisoners 
were forced to harvest wood from underwater and suffered backbreaking toil building a road, named Route 
Zero, that was never to be used.      
 Although escape was always on the minds of the prisoners, it was virtually impossible because of the 
sharks that circled the island.  
 Over 60,000 men died in the penal colony and yet there is no cemetery there. What has been recently 
revealed is that when someone died they would take the body out to see and feed them to the sharks. It 
happened so frequently that the men who disposed of the bodies at sea had their own ritual. They would take 
the dead men out in a boat and ring a bell to attract the sharks for feeding. They would then throw the bodies 
overboard and the sharks would devour them immediately. 
 Now the sick part, the local fisherman would then go out and catch the sharks and sell them to 
the prison as food for the inmates. The penal colony was cannibalistic.  
 This is not something you will ever hear the French Government or her Roman Catholic Church speak 
about. 
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